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SUB J : AUTHORIZING GROWTH OF BRACTEATUM POPPY IN THE U.S. 

REF: BANGKOK 32086 

1 . BEGINNING THE LEGAL PRODUCTION OF NARCOTICS RAW MATERIAL 
IN THE U.S. WOULD PROBABLY NOT RPT NOT HAVE A MAJOR IMPACT 
ON THE GUB'S DETERMINATION TO SUPPRESS ILLICIT NARCOTICS 
PRODUCTION AND TRAFFICKING HERE. THE BURMESE HAVE AN 
ANTI-NARCOTICS PROGRAM PRIMARILY BECAUSE THEY REALIZE IT 

IS IN THEIR OWN INTERESTS TO DO SO; THEY ARE UNLIKELY TO 
REVERSE THIS POLICY BECAUSE OF ANYTHING WE DO OR SAY. 

2. IN THEORY, AT LEAST. U.S. PRODUCTION OF NARCOTICS 
COULD MAKE PROBLEMS FOR THE GUB IN CARRYING OUT ITS 
PROGRAM OF PHYSICALLY DESTROYING POPPY FIELDS, SINCE THE 
GROWERS COULD ARGUE THAT THE U.S. WAS BEING CYNICAL IN 
ENCOURAGING THE GUB TO DESTROY POPPY FIELDS WHILE BEGINNING 
TO GROW POPPIES ITSELF. SHAN STATE GROWERS (THEY MIGHT 
ALSO ARGUE) HAVE MUCH MORE LIMITED ALTERNATIVE SOURCES 

OF INCOME THAN THE U.S. FARMERS. 
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3. IN PRACTICE, THE GUBS CONTROL OF INFORMATION MEDIA 
IN THE AREAS UNDER ITS CONTROL, AND THE GUB S DISREGARD 
FOR THE SENTIMENT OF POPPY GROWERS IN AREAS OUTSIDE ITS 
CONTROL, LIMIT THE EMBARRASSMENT THAT COULD BE CAUSE 
THE GUB BY THE U.S. DECISION TO GROW BRACTEATUM. 

4. SOME-LESS THAN MAJOR -DAMAGE MIGHT BE DONE TO 
OUR IMAGE AND OUR MORAL AUTHORITY IN THE EYES OF THE 
BURMESE LEADERS. BURMESE SOCIALISM IS PATHOLOGICALLY 
SUSPICIOUS OF THE "PROFIT MOTIVE," AND ANY TAINT OF 
PROFIT-SEEKING COULD MAKE OUR BILATERAL NORCOTICS CONTROL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SOMEWHAT LESS POLITICALLY ACCEPTABLE 
TO THE GUB. 

OSBORN 
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